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within him that tells him that he ought to act in
such and such a way, and the way in which over and
over again he does act in spite of his feeling that he
ought not. Should we not have expected before-
hand that, in a being originating in an act of creative
will, there would have been full harmony between the
inner guidance and the course of his life? Again,
consider the contrast between his powers and what
appears to be his destiny. His powers seem adapted
for a continued progress to which we do not see a
natural limit, but after a course of at the utmost a
few decades of years he apparently perishes outright.
As regards the first difficulty, to my own mind it
is vastly lightened if we may believe that man's
present state does not represent his state from the
first; that originally there was not this discord
between the voice within which tells him what he
ought to do or refrain from doing and the actual
course of his life; but that, by a misuse of that
freedom of choice which belongs to his nature, opposi-
tion arose between what he ought to do and what he
actually did; and that once obedience to the law
impressed upon the heart was broken through, it
could not afterwards by natural means be re-
stored ; for it stands to reason that the resistance to
temptations to do wrong which can be brought about
by any natural means cannot be so strong when once
it has been overcome as it was originally; and if the